OUTLINE FORMAT- RESEARCH PAPER

I. Introduction

a. Lead Sentence

b. Thesis Statement

i. Your side
ii. Reasons why

II. Body Paragraph # 1- Reason # 1(YOUR IDEA)

a. Concrete Detail (Quote)
b. Commentary

c. Paraphrase
d. Commentary

III. Body Paragraph # 2- Reason # 2 (YOUR IDEA)

a. Concrete Detail (Quote)

b. Commentary

c. Paraphrase

d. Commentary

IV. Body Paragraph # 3- Reason # 3 (YOUR IDEA)

a. Concrete Detail (Quote)

b. Commentary

c. Paraphrase

d. Commentary

V. Conclusion

a. Restate thesis (not in same words)

b. Restate ideas (not in same words & NO NEW INFO)

c. Close your essay

Throughout your paper, you are to make reference back to your thesis—you want your focus to be as strong as possible. 

You are researching information (facts/data) as to WHY your topic is beneficial.  From your ideas, you are looking for research (sources) that agree with you (AKA- to back up your point) to make you sound like a more reliable source.

You could write this paper without the research aspect, however that would just be a persuasive paper—not a persuasive RESEARCH paper. 

